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Councilman reminds us of genocideÕs horrors

Frank Zerunyan, in keeping with a position heÕs held since joining the Rolling Hills Estates City Council, on
Tuesday spearheaded a proclamation, unanimously approved by fellow city officials, declaring April 24 a day
of remembrance of the Armenian genocide of 1915 to 1923. Zerunyan, an Armenian-American, notes that
the atrocity claimed 1.5 million lives, including those of his great-grandfather and great-uncle. They were
among the victims of the 20th centuryÕs first genocide, perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks. This year
marks the 92-year anniversary of the bloody crime against humanity that even today tears at the hearts of
Zerunyan and his kinsmen.

The Peninsula News again praises the councilman for his continued efforts to ensure that we always 
remember a tragedy that often is forgotten in the annals of history. Though April 24 is recognized 
worldwide as the day the genocide began nearly a century ago, the Turkish government tragically still 
refuses to acknowledge it.

Masterminded by the Young Turks, a political group that gained control of the Ottoman Empire and 
believed in an oppressive form of nationalism, the genocide resulted in the deaths of men, women and 
children. On April 24, 1915, the Turks rounded up, deported and killed hundreds of Armenian leaders, 
writers, thinkers and professionals in Constantinople, thereby ripping much of the intellectual heart out of 
the country. So many potential world leaders in fields like science and politics were lost on that day. 
Fortunately, surviving relatives like Zerunyan are here to remind us of such senseless acts of violence.

If we donÕt learn from history, weÕre doomed to repeat it. Take a moment to reflect on the more than 1
million souls who lost their lives in the Armenian genocide. Think about the millions of Jews who were
exterminated under Adolf HitlerÕs brutal reign and the million who perished in the Rwandan genocide.

We as a people have much to learn. But Zerunyan and those who follow in his footsteps take the necessary 
steps to try to prevent similar crimes against humanity. Their constant vigil is an inspiration and a 
reminder of the power of the individual to create positive change in a world that often is full of hate. 
Without them, we may as well toss our history books into the fire.

Zerunyan is fond of telling the story of former Wisconsin Sen. William Proxmire, who gave thousands of
speeches urging his fellow senators to ratify a treaty calling for an end to genocide in the world. ÒNo one
listened,Ó Zerunyan said. ÒNineteen years later, after 3,211 speeches, the United States ratified the
genocide treaty. Now thatÕs vigilance.Ó

Let us all remain vigilant in our own remembrance of the horrors of genocide and our efforts to ensure it 
never happens again.

EditorÕs Note: Just as Zerunyan continues to remind the community of the Armenian genocide, the News
plans to run this editorial, which first appeared in April 2005, every year until the Turkish government
recognizes the atrocity.


